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Who was Dr Wu?

« Born Gnoh Lean Tuck
« 1879, Penang
« Born to a Goldsmith - 4th son

« Queen’s Scholar, read
Medicine at Cambridge and
then St Mary’s Hospital

« Changed name to Wu Lien-
Teh or {hi%Ef& when he moved
to China

« Worked in China for 30 years
(1907-1937) making medical,
social and political
contributions




Outline of this meeting

A lecture with movies! a1 ¢
. Snlppets _of a documentary - Di WU LIEN
« A discussion
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Medical School and Training

* Queen’s Scholar

« Read Medicine in Emmanuel
College Cambridge (1896-
1899)

 First Chinese Medical Student
at Cambridge

« Won virtually all the prizes at
medical school




Medical School

22 THE FREE SCHOOL MAGAZINE.

Recollections of Twenty Years (1896-1916.)

By Wu Liex TRH ((iNOH LEAN TUCK),

1 have been asked by the Editor of the Free
School Magazine to write an article for publication
in the Centenary Number of that Magazine. As
the centenary of my old School takes place in
October of this year, it will have been exactly
twenty years since 1 left it. A retrospect of this
period may therefore be of interest to present
and past students,

_ It was in the month of August, 1896, that I
left Penang ns a Queen’s Scholar to stady at
Cambridge, Thanks to the advice given by Mr,

R. J. Wilkinson, lately Acting Governor of the
smm Settlements, but at that time a Police
Court e, I joined Emmunuel, a College
famous for its Puritanism. I had to pass an
entrance examination for the College as well as.
the “Little Go" for the University, as the
‘Oxford an

and Cambridge Locals had not at that

time extended their ramifications to
of the Strits, T lmmd no diﬁcn!w w‘ﬁ
Eng] o kmdnd
Hidling far- aclogyiend
rough in_three wee!m "lees
"

_schools

, how !
lawyer in Singapore) and ﬂ:e first Chlneu to
have been a medicn,l mdunc of Cambridge, The
first fow wecks of the First Term were exceed-
ingly lonely, not because my fellow undergrads
were unkind, for they were the best fellows in
the world but hecause at seventeen I was thrown
into an entirely new world for which 1 was not
}ulte prepared, My tutor Mr. W. N, Shaw,

RS, (nnw Sir William  Shaw, Head of the
cal Department, London) and his

S e T Tt wp and urged
Fellows, Scholars and jovial undergrads to
<all on me and take me out for long walks. My
present love for long walks and things beautiful
may be traced to those days, when much agwinst
my will I was, 5o to say, led out to keep myself
fit. The strange days of probauon rapidly passed
away, and by the end of the first Michaelmas
“Term I was as jolly and fond of ragging as the
most mischievous, I can still recall vividly the
(forged) invitation to lunch in a third year man’s
room, my waiting from 12-30 to 2 p.n. withont
any one appearing, my going away hungry and
swearing, and my rovcnga a few years afterwards
at St. Mary’s Hospital when T had the pleasnre of
demonstrating on pathological subjects to the
third year man who wrote the unkind invitation
and of my taking the M.B. degree a year before

he did. The Fresher’

and my medical exams, most of nv
were occupied in  the various
where T became quite skilful in
ovaries of the earthworm, in m
sections of the chick, and in d
cutaneous norves of the face of the
Hence 'lppo{nhnentum dez
in my third year. Imade good fi
a3 well as in my own college, and my
are named after two Trinity men, one
now F.R.8. and a leading physiolo
In my second year | was awuded an
nnd in my third a Foundation Sch

College, both of which 3
siderably as it was anything but

the £200 (value of the Queen’s
income tax had been deducted,
prineipally through the co
my Tu Mr. Shaw had

M,
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[y s, Y pais
€F BO0KkSNE
S was Professor Alexander MacAls
of the Anatomical Dep-rml, ‘whose
Iaw, Sir Donald MacAlister, at that
of St. John's College, is now
the General Medical Comneil,
third years of my und
away all too soon, and before T
it I had already obtained a Fiest
“Stinks 7 Tripos
goond B, Examiatis
ysiology. mm
fourth year, take the second
and thus get elected to  College
was more anxious to
atan early dl:amd Hence the S
saw me in London competing
the University Scholarship st Si. M
meto ¢o

student’s life in that M
apparent freedom and i p
different to the routine vives




Medical School

have been a medical student of Cambridge, The
first few weeks of the First Term were exceed-
ingly lonely, not hecause my fellow undergrads
were unkind, for they were the best fellows in
the world but because at seventeen I was thrown
into an entirely new world for which I was not
quite prepared. My tutor Mr. W. N. Shaw,

fit. The strange days of probation rapidly passed
away, and by the end of the first Michaelmas
Term I was as jolly and fond of ragging as the
most mischievous. [ can still recall vividly the




Medical School and Training

« St Mary’s Hospital (1899-
1902)

 Returned to Cambridge to
pursue an MD in Malaria and
Beriberi (Thiamine deficiency)

 Returned to Malaya in 1905

« Worked at the Institute for
Medical Research in Kuala
Lumpur

« Private practice in Penang
« Fought opium trade




To China

Meets and impresses Chinese
Envoy - Sze Sao-Ke

Invited to be Vice-Director of
Army Medical College in
Tientsin in 1907

Plague broke out in 1910 in
Northeast China / Manchuria

GHTER

TheAutobiography of a Modern
Chinese Physician

wu




The Plague

 ‘Black death’

« Infection by Yersinia Pestis, a
bacteria carried by fleas

 Fleas lived and infected

rodents
« Tarabagans in Northeast

China 1
« Killed millions in Europe and

Asia

« Three great pandemics

« Shipping and railways helped
spread the disease




The Plague

Ring-a-ring o' roses,

A pocket full of posies,
A-tishoo! A-tishoo!

We all fall down




Harbin 5/~:%

« Capital of Heilongjiang

 Founded in 1898 during the
construction of the Trans-
Manchurian (Chinese Eastern
Railway)

e Sino-Russian

« Annual Snow and Ice Festival
since 1985

« Epicentre of the Great
Manchurian Plague of 1910-
1911




Video 1: Major Outbreaks

The Plague hits Harbin




Plague done, what next?

« Organised the first
International Plague
Conference in Mukden in
1911

 Regained China’s port
quarantine rights

 Fought against subsequent
plague and cholera epidemics

« Built over 20 quarantine
centres, hospitals and medical
colleges




Video 2: Medical Foundations

Building modern hospitals




Not resting on his laurels

« Wrote a treatise on the
pneumonic plague

 Went to Johns Hopkins and
obtained a Masters in Public
Health in 1924

« Obtained a doctorate from
Japan

« Co-authored the History of
Chinese Medicine

« Helped fund and establish the
Needham Research Institute
in Cambridge - Science &
Civilisation in China




Video 3: Medical Foundations

Academic Medical Achievements




Family and personal life

« Family man

« Came from a large family of
11

- 'Privileged’ to receive an
English education




Romance and Love — Ruth and Tuck

« Ruth Huang Shu-Chiung -
sister-in-law of Lim Boon
Keng

« Sought by Tan Boo-Liat

 Married in the American
Methodist Church in
Singapore — July 1905

« 3 sons - ‘Daven, Tommy and
Willy’

« Ruth had TB and died aged 53
in 1937

« All three sons died




A second romance

« Married again to Lee Shu-
Chiung

« Had 5 children




Video 4: Legacy

Family life




Thoughts, Questions and
Discussion




Your thoughts and questions?

« Tell us one thought you had about Medicine as a profession whilst
listening to the Wu Lien-Teh story




Discussion

« Reflecting on Dr Wu Lien-Teh’s life, what significance does it have
to a medical student in the 21st century?

« Within 10 years of leaving medical school, Dr Wu has made a
massive impact on humankind - could you or your TBL group
have a similar impact by 20287

« Have we seen the end of pandemics?




Video 4: Legacy

A finale




THANK YOU!




